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Our databases are available in 2 forms:-

In the research library as the 
MPCviewer

Online as the Online Database Search



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



Online Database search



What is in each Database?

The easiest method to find out what is in each database is to use the database search page on 
the website:-

https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-database-search

https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-database-search


To the right hand side is a column marked “More Info”. To access what is contained in each 
database you click on the Adobe icon. This will then open a separate file that lists what is 
there. For Newspaper Birth notices -
https://www.genealogysa.org.au/images/PDF/Newspaper_Births_-_ver_6.pdf

https://www.genealogysa.org.au/images/PDF/Newspaper_Births_-_ver_6.pdf




Or, if you are in the library, this information can be found in the MPCviewer under the Dataset 
Info tab for each Database:-



This opens into a separate window:-



What is in the Newspaper Personals databases?

Newspaper Births and Birthdays

Birth, Birthday or Birthday Memoriam notice in a newspaper, and includes most SA papers. Other 
records may be derived from other sources, such as the Blair Cards and Donated Certificates

Births: 1839-1959, 1971-2018. Birthdays: 1967-2018.

Most Advertiser and Sunday Mail editions.
Border Chronicle 1984
Border Times 1995-97
Flinders News 1988, 1994-98
Gawler Bunyip 1923-25, 2001
Mount Barker Courier 1999-2001
Murray pioneer 1995-98, 2001
Northern Argus 1981, 83, 86
Plains Producer 2001
Southern Argus 1925-26, 33, 36, 38, 41-43, 81, 83, 96-98
Victor Harbor Times 1996, 1998, 2000
Yorke Peninsular Country Times 1984-93
Southern Cross Birth notices 1899-1954.



What is in the Newspaper Personals databases?

Newspaper Births and Birthdays



What is in the Newspaper Personals databases?

Newspaper marriage, approaching marriages engagement or wedding anniversary

#  Adelaide papers: Advertiser, Sunday Mail, Chronicle, Register etc.: 1852, 1889-
2018.
#  Country papers: 1961-2017.
#  Southern Cross Marriages & Engagements 1899-1954.

Records from the Blair Card Index (compiled by Robert Blair) contain only a limited 
amount of information. However, more detailed information can be seen on the 
card, which is also shown on the Record form.

N.B. If a record has the reference [P] included in the name then there is a photo 
available in the newspaper.



What is in the Newspaper Personals databases?

Newspaper marriage, approaching marriages engagement or wedding anniversary



What is in the Newspaper Personals databases?

Newspaper Divorces

Adelaide newspapers 1879-1954. Matrimonial Petitions and related documents 1859-1893



What is in the Newspaper Personals databases?

Newspaper Deaths & funerals etc

This includes Deaths, Funerals, In Memoriam, Lest We Forget, Mind Mass, Return Thanks, Tributes 
and Condolences



What is in the Newspaper Personals databases?

Newspaper Public Trustees – Deceased estates

Information extracted from Deceased Estate and Public Trustee notices in the SA Government 
Gazette and The Advertiser

Gazette: 1841-2000. Advertiser: 1997-2020



What is in the Arrivals in SA (Ships and Shipping) Databases?

A list of people arriving in SA from 1836 to 1952 derived from various sources including 
newspapers, formal shipping records, immigration records, and records of deserters from 
ships. Included is:-

A list of passengers arriving at Port Adelaide from South Australian coastal and intercolonial 
ports between 1837-1845

Persons arriving in South Australia from overseas (including New Zealand) as recorded in 
the Adelaide Times, South Australian and South Australian Register, 1846-1887

Names recorded in the Book - A Free Passage to Paradise?, by Pat Button. 1992

German Immigration Shipping compiled by Dulcie Love and Shirley Kalisch, © 2004

119 records of Irish female orphans on ship Inconstant. 



What is in the Arrivals in SA (Ships and Shipping) Databases?

Passenger Arrivals

Ship Arrivals



What is in the Cemeteries database?

Records transcribed from memorial inscriptions and burial registers for over 870 South Australian 
cemeteries. Each record refers to a grave, memorial or burial record.

Adelaide Catholic burials 1845-1895, compiled by Nancy Baldock

Reclaimed Grave lists for the following cemeteries: Centennial Park, Cheltenham, Dudley Park, 
Mitcham Anglican, North Road and Payneham. These were typically published in the period 1950-
2018.

F T Elliott Funeral Records 1897-1997, Quorn Undertaker Records 1917-1986, Siebert's Funeral 
Records 1910-1991, Siebert's Funeral Records 1989-1997, North Road Cemetery Grave Records 
1853-1989 

Non South Australians Buried WTC 1892-1941. 

Lone or Station Graves



What is in the Cemeteries database?



What is in the Miscellaneous records database?

The easiest answer is “What isn’t!”

This contains all datasets that do not fit into any of the “standard” databases.

A selection of what is in there:-

Ancient Order of Forresters 1862-1864 -
Members
Change of names by Deed Poll 1919 - 1954
Dental Auxiliaries 1973-1985  
Dental Company Practitioners 1990-1999
Dental Hygienists 1986-1991
Dental Specialists 1990-1999
Dentists Register 1903-1999
Dingabledinga Red Cross Sewing Circle 1939 to 
1944
DSTO Apprentices Start Dates 1951-1990
Electoral Rolls & Voter adjustments 1853 - 1897

Emigrants to Paraguay
English Paupers on Ship Calcutta 1853
Hawkers Licences 1863-1961
Hide, Skin and Wool Dealers' Licences 1933 to 
1962
Hospital & Asylum Deaths 1854-1946
Magill Industrial School Admissions 1884-1893
Marine Licences 1894 - 1960
Marine Store Collectors' Licenses 1899 to 1960
Pharmacist/Chemist Register 1893 to 1991
Suspected Fenians
Temperance Pledges



What is in the Miscellaneous records database?



What is in the Hospital and Asylum records database?

Adelaide Hospital 1839 – 1924 (Records for 1923 & early 1924 are 
missing.)
Adelaide Lunatic Asylum 1845-1902 
Clare Lying-in Home 1902 - 1920
Destitute Asylum 1870-1906
Hawker Lying-In Home 1899-1928
Kapunda Hospital 1877 - 1909
Mrs Elizabeth Knight's Nursing Home, Mt Gambier 1914 - 1929
Parkside Lunatic Asylum 1870 - 1916
Lunatic Asylum Petition Only 1853 – 1892
Mount Gambier Hospital 1869 - 1891
Port Augusta Maternity Hospital 1926 - 1933
Pt Augusta Hospital Admissions 1877-1904 & 1917
Torrens Island Admissions Vol1
Wallaroo Hospital 1876-1955
Willunga Maternity Home 1922 - 1940



What is in the Hospital and Asylum records database?



What is in the South Australian School Admissions database?

Generally each record shows the registration pupil in a school, and usually includes parents 
and dates, although there are exceptions.

Schoolmaster Returns. These records were derived from State Records GRG 24/6, namely 
letters to the Colonial Secretary from Schoolmasters to provide evidence to justify payment 
from the government. They include the years 1847-1851 and were transcribed by Alison Hicks.



What is in the South Australian School Admissions database?

SCHOOLS

Agery
Allendale North
Bangor
Barunga
Belvidere
Blair Athol Infant - Boys
Blinman Rural
Bo Peep
Boucaut
Bower
Brinkworth
Brownlow
Bruce Primary
Buchanan
Bundaleer North Rural
Bundaleer Springs
Burra Infant
Cameron East
Caroline Primary
Carriewerloo
Chicago

Davenport
Dawesley
Dawson
Dollings Corner
Dowlingville
Emu Downs
Garfield Primary
Geranium Plains
Grassy Flat/Norton Summit
Gum Creek
Hawker Primary
Hill River
Hindmarsh Tiers
Hundred of Gregory
Hundred of Hart
Hundred of Yongala
Kapinnie
Maaoupe
Macsfield
Marble Hill

Melton Valley
Millbrae
Moonta High
Moonta Infant
Moonta Mines
Moonta Mines Boys
Moonta Mines Girls
Moonta Mines Infant
Moonta Opportunity Class
Moonta Primary Boys
Moonta Primary Girls
Morgan East
Mount Gunson
Mount Templeton
Mulpata
Murdoch's Hill
Mypolonga Primary
Myponga Jetty
Narrowie
Neale's Flat



What is in the South Australian School Admissions database?

SCHOOLS

Neuroodla Primary
Ngapala
Olary Rural
Orrie Cowie - Brutus
Parilla North
Petherton Primary
Pichi Richi
Pine Flat
Pine Forest
Pleasant Park
Point Pass
Port Adelaide Infant Boys
Port Adelaide Infant School -
Boys and Girls
Port Clinton

Port Pirie East
Port Pirie West
Richman's Valley Primary
Round Hill
Sandergrove
Schoolmaster returns
South Hummocks
Stephenston
Stone Hut Primary
Sunshine
Tarnma
Thistle Beds
Thrington
Umeewarra Mission
Wandearah South

Wanilla Rural
Wardang Island Primary
Weetulta
Wepar
Wheetelande Primary
White Hut
Willow Plains
Wilsdonville
Wiltunga
Winninowie Worlds End Creek 
Primary
Yararoo
Yarra
Yeelanna
Yongala Woolshed



What is in the South Australian School Admissions database?

SCHOOLS

Each record may contain:-

Students Given and Surnames, School, Registration Date, Birth Date, Parents 
or Guardians Surname, Parents or Guardians Given names, Parents or 
Guardians occupation, Address, Town and Notes



What is in the South Australian School Admissions database?



What is in the Biographical Index of South Australians database?

This dataset is derived from data prepared for the documents "Biographical Index of South 
Australians 1836-1885" published Dec 1987 to July 1989. and "South Australians 1836 -1885" 
published May 1990, herein referred to as BISA1 and BISA2 respectively

NB – this database is derived from user submitted data



What is in the Biographical Index of South Australians database?



What is in the Births, Deaths and Marriage registrations database?

Births

Birth registrations in South Australia 1842 to 1928 are recorded from South Australian Birth, Deaths 
and Marriages Registrars Head Office registers

Deaths

Death registrations in South Australia 1842 to 1972 are recorded from South Australian Birth, Deaths 
and Marriages Registrars Head Office registers. From 1968 to 1972, these records were derived from 
index records.

Marriages

Marriage registrations in South Australia 1842 to 1937 are recorded from South Australian Birth, 
Deaths and Marriages Registrars Head Office registers



What is in the Births, Deaths and Marriage registrations database?

Births



What is in the Births, Deaths and Marriage registrations database?

Deaths



What is in the Births, Deaths and Marriage registrations database?

Marriages



What is in the Parish records database?

Baptisms

Each record indicates a parish baptism transcribed from parish records. Note that the birth 
date may or may not be recorded. 

NB – some dates/years are from indexes - therefore there may not be any additional 
information available

Adelaide Catholic by Bishop Ullathorne 1840
Adelaide Chalmers Free Church of Scotland 
1851-1853
Adelaide Holy Trinity Anglican 1840-1845
Adelaide Presbyterian 1839-1841
Adelaide St Andrews Presbyterian 1840-1843
Adelaide St Lukes Anglican 1859-1901
Aldinga St Anns Anglican 1866-1981
Athelstone Methodist 1893-1945
Balaklava Anglican 1947-74
Blakiston St James Anglican 1846-1937

Broadview St Philips Anglican 1927-2008
Burra Anglican 1846-1987
Clare Presbyterian 1872-1883, 1919-1936
Clarendon St Ninians Anglican 1889-1982 
Echunga St Marys Anglican 1861-1932
Gawler Catholic 1849-1962
Hart Presbyterian 1923-1975
Inverbrackie Caledonian Woodside 1882-1886
Jamestown Uniting 1853-1983
Kadina Anglican 1863-1900
Little Spring Creek St Faith Anglican 1908-1962



What is in the Parish records database?

Baptisms

McLaren Vale St Margarets Anglican 1911 -
1980
Melrose Holy Trinty Anglican 1870-1875
Moonta Anglican 1882-1986
Moonta Methodist Circuit 1871-1980
Mount Gambier Wesleyan Methodist 1860-
1873
Mt Barker Catholic 1885-1961
Mt Barker Christ Church Anglican 1865-1921

Northern Area Anglican 1862-1979
O'Halloran Hill Christ Church Anglican 1846-
1893
Pancharpoo & Saddleworth Methodist 1858-
1982
Parkside Catholic 1895-1917
Penong Methodist 1901-1911

Port Adelaide Catholic 1903-1916
Port Adelaide Presbyterian 1858-1981
Port Augusta Methodist 1880-1910
Port Augusta Presbyterian 1882-1895
Port Lincoln Catholic 1851
Port Pirie St Pauls Anglican 1888-1986
Prospect Methodist 1911-1926 
River Murray Anglican Mission (PS Etona) 1894-
1913
Sevenhill Catholic Index 1866-1908
Smith of Dunesk Mission 1895-1896
Thebarton Catholic 1895-1912
Unley St Augustines Anglican 1907-1922
Victor Harbor St Augustines Anglican 1870-1920
Wallaroo Anglican 1863-1911
Wallaroo Methodist.1862-1899
Woodville St Margaret Anglican 1855-1910



What is in the Parish records database?

Baptisms



What is in the Parish records database?

Marriages

Each record indicates a parish marriage transcribed from parish records. Note that the 
birth date may or may not be recorded. 

NB – some dates/years are from indexes - therefore there may not be any additional 
information available

Adelaide & Country Catholic 1858-1861
Adelaide & Mt Barker Catholic 1842-1857
Adelaide Bethlehem Lutheran 1861-1916
Adelaide Catholic 1865-1882
Adelaide Pilgrim Uniting 1920-1990
Adelaide St Andrews Presbyterian 1842
Adelaide St Patrick & St Francis Xavier 
Catholic 1882-1898
Balaklava Catholic 1889-1963
Birdwood Catholic 1885-1901
Brinkworth St Johns Lutheran 1917-1985

Burra Anglican 1848-1987
Burra Catholic 1878-1901
Campbelltown St Martins Anglican 1864-1954
Clare Presbyterian 1872-1948
Gawler Congregational 1892-1905
Glenelg & Marion Catholic 1883-1884
Hindmarsh Sacred Heart Catholic 1894-1971
Jamestown Caltowie & Appila-Yarowie Anglican 
1902-1931
Jamestown St James Anglican 1902-1931
Little Spring Creek St Faith Anglican 1908-1968



What is in the Parish records database?

Marriages

Melrose Holy Trinity Anglican 1875-1963
Millicent St Michael Anglican 1891-1931
Mintaro Methodist 1872-1873
Moonta All Saints Anglican 1883-1974
Mount Barker Christ Church Anglican 1883-
1991
Mount Gambier St Paul Catholic 1861-1900
North Adelaide Catholic 1869-1882
O'Halloran Hill Christ Church Anglican 1849-
1907
Parkside St Raphael Catholic 1895-1963
Port Adelaide Catholic 1871-1951

Port Adelaide St Paul Anglican 1847-1856
Port Augusta Catholic 1874-1878
Port Augusta Presbyterian 1895-1898
Salisbury & Virginia Catholic 1869-1878
Sevenhill Catholic 1874-1876
Unley St Augustines Anglican 1870-1923
Victor Harbor St Augustine Anglican 1870-1920
West Mitcham Methodist 1963-1991
Wilmington Christ Church Anglican 1890-1972
Woodville St Margaret Anglican 1856-1910
Yorketown Catholic 1883-1969



What is in the Parish records database?

Marriages



What is in the Parish records database?

Burials

Each record indicates a parish death or burial service transcribed from parish records. 
Note that the actual date of death may or may not be recorded. 

NB – some dates/years are from indexes - therefore there may not be any additional 
information available

The name of the parish or church may not be the same as its name when the burial 
occurred, due to changes over the years. Similarly the religious denomination of a 
parish/church may also have changed (from Methodist to Uniting for example).

All parishes 1845-1856
Burra Anglican 1847-1870
Gawler Anglican 1848-1985



What is in the Parish records database?

Burials



What is in the German Cards database?

This dataset contains summary information about nineteenth century immigrants from Germany 
to South Australia, and their descendants. The original collection of cards was compiled by a 
group of volunteers coordinated and led by Dulcie Love (1916-2009). Other contributors were 
Bob Badenoch, Edna Bawden, Robert Blair, Bob Bowker, Pat Button, George Daw(e)s, Dianne 
Haynes, Shirley Kalisch, Betty Possingham, Aileen Preiss, Wolfgang Preiss, Helen Slater, Frieda 
Welke, Joan Amos, Jill Booker, Keith Lokan and Kingsley Neumann.

1st card abbreviations: B=Birth, M=Marriage, SP=Spouse, L=Lived, D=Death, PAR=Parents, 
ZEI=Zeitung (Newspaper).

2nd card abbreviations (references): BI=Birth index, CEM=Cemetery, CH REC=Church records, 
DATE=date revised (e.g. 6/06 for June 2006), DI=Death index, EUR COLL=European & Germanic 
folders, FH=Family history, GER COLL=Germanic & European folders. HARZ REC=Migration records, 
MI=Marriage index, NAT=Naturalisation, PL=Passenger lists, REC=Records.

In many cases, the upper right text on the card (sometimes entered by hand) shows the arrival 
ship for first generation immigrants.



What is in the Wreschen Records database?

Baptisms, Burials and Marriages

These datasets are derived from the parish records from the Evangelical Church in the Wreschen
region in the years 1819 to 1874.

The Wreschen Parish in Posen, Prussia (now in Poznań, Poland - the town of Wreschen is now 
Września). Many of the early German immigrants to South Australia came from the Wreschen
region.

The registers are written in a combination of German and Old German and are difficult to read, 
even for those of us who can read a little German. Thankfully, the transcribed records cover 
much of the information in the registers, although there are a number of errors and 
uncertainties in the transcriptions.

Note that although the records have been transcribed, they have not been translated, and are in 
German.



What is in the Irish Born South Australians (IBSA) database?

The IBSA dataset contains information about persons born in Ireland who immigrated 
to South Australia in the 1800’s. It also includes the first generation born in SA and 
their children where available. These persons were identified by their descendants 
and other interested people, so the coverage is patchy.

It will also include people who are not of Irish ancestry but are there as they married 
a person of Irish ancestry and they complete a family group.

The effort in checking and correlating these records has been limited, and mainly 
aimed at reducing the large number of potential duplicates which were in the initial 
dataset. Consequently the information is presented 'as is' and users are warned that 
they should seek further information from other sources to support the data found 
here.



What is in the Irish Born South Australians (IBSA) database?



Databases that are continually being updated?

At the moment, every database except the 
Birth, Deaths and Marriages 

and the German Cards and Wreschen records



Differences between the Library and online versions:-

There are some missing datasets between the 2 versions.

For some, it is due to contractual agreements between the society and the copyright owners 
with regard to where we can publish these.

For others, a portion of the details cannot be displayed due to technical reasons. However, each 
record has had information transcribed and is displayed in the search fields.



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



MPCviewer



Online 



MPCviewer



Online
Non-member



Online
Non-member Member



In the online databases there are some fields marked as:-

Members Only

These contain information that is only available to Members of the Society

Not recorded

In most cases this will indicate that there may be no further information available or, 
the information available was larger than could be transcribed. A research request, or 
personal check will determine a result.



In both the MPCviewer and the Online Databases, what you will never see, 

due to copyright constraints, is an image of the notice in the paper. These can be 
viewed in the library either from copies of the newspapers, on Microfilm or Microfiche



Coming up – Wednesday, 27 April 2022
Genealogy SA Databases

Part 2
How to best use the search function 



Contact Us

www.genealogysa.org.au

08 8272 4222
saghs.admin@saghs.org.au

201 Unley Road
Unley
South Australia

PO Box 3114
Unley
South Australia 5061

http://www.genealogysa.org.au/
mailto:saghs.admin@saghs.org.au



